
ROCHDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

COMMUNITIES, REGENERATION AND ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
COMMITTEE CHAIR’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

COUNCIL - WEDNESDAY, 14th DECEMBER 2016

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments 
on various matters relating to the Communities. Regeneration and Environment Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee.

The Committee has met once since the last Council meeting in October, on 9th November 
2016. The Energy Study Group has also met on a couple of occasions and I will update 
Council on this also.

9th November 2016

Homelessness Strategy
The Committee scrutinised a report that provided us with an update about the draft 
Homelessness Strategy that is currently available for consultation and which invited 
Members to contribute any views or observations in regard to the draft Strategy.

The Committee had a lively discussion noting that the presence of gypsies and travellers 
was a cause of concern for members of the public and had been, in recent times, a 
particular problem in the Council’s Healy Ward. Concern was expressed at the detritus left 
at locations after the gypsies/travellers had moved on. The Committee also sought 
clarification on the status of asylum seekers and refugees in terms of the Council’s 
obligations towards them, noting that there was to be a Greater Manchester Homeless 
count to ascertain how many rough sleepers there may be in the Borough; and we also 
noted the work that was being carried out to introduce a Greater Manchester Hospital 
Discharge Protocol between hospital services and the local authority homelessness 
services.

Performance Monitoring of Registered Provider Partners
The Committee scrutinised a report that provided Members with an update on the 
performance of the Council’s Registered Provider Partners in 2015/16 across a range of 
initiatives and the joint work they are involved in through the Strategic Housing Partnership 
to deliver strategic priorities at a neighbourhood and borough-wide level.

The Committee were advised that there are currently 14 Registered Providers (formerly 
known as housing associations) operating across the Borough. These organisations 
managed over 20,000 properties, the majority of which were social or affordable homes for 
rent, however included in this figure were affordable homes for sale, mainly shared 
ownership, and supported housing.

The main Registered Providers operating in the Borough, seven in total, were all members 
of the Rochdale Strategic Housing Partnership (RSHP). The seven RPs are: Rochdale 
Boroughwide Housing, Contour Homes, Great Places Housing Group, The Guinness 
Partnership, Regenda Group, Riverside Group and St. Vincent’s Housing Association

Directorate Plan 2nd Quarter 2016/17
The Committee scrutinised a report that presented the positions of the Economy and 
Neighbourhoods Directorates at the end of Quarter Two (30th September 2016) and of the 
activities contained in the Economy Directorate Plan 2016/17 and the Neighbourhoods 
Directorate Plan 2016/17.

The report also contained an additional appendix to his report that provided Members with 



performance information on the activities of the Rochdale Development Agency which are 
undertaken on behalf of the Council, for the first two quarters of 2016/17 (April - 
September).

AGMA Scrutiny Pool
The Committee noted minutes of the meetings of the AGMA Scrutiny Pool held on 9th 
September and 14th October 2016.

Energy Study Group

Through my membership of the AGMA Scrutiny Pool I have arranged for an AGMA wide 
scrutiny study group that I chair and has been established around the issue of ‘Renewable 
Energy’. Councillor colleagues from Oldham, Stockport, and Manchester have joined me 
on this group, and we have thus far met on three occasions on 18th October, 3rd November 
and 24th November 2016.

We have received presentation so far including from our Chief Executive, Mr. Rumbelow 
who of course doubles up as the Greater Manchester lead Chief Executive for Low 
Carbon. In this task he is ably assisted by Mr. Mark Atherton who is employed by Greater 
Manchester Combined Authority to deliver the low carbon agenda across Greater 
Manchester.

The Group aims to produce a report to the AGMA Scrutiny Pool in February 2017 with a 
series of recommendations that we can take forward as part of a deeper dive into this area 
of work in 2017/18. Ideally we would like to see the creation of a Greater Manchester 
Energy Company that is controlled and managed by the 10 Greater Manchester local 
authorities for the benefit of our citizens. I will of course keep Council up to date on 
developments in this regard and I would welcome any Member of the Council to attend a 
future meeting of the Group or to gratefully receive any advice. 

Councillor Neil Butterworth – Chair - Communities, Regeneration and Environment 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Communities, Regeneration and 
Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee.


